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BLUE WHALE CHALLENGE

Fearing harm to mom,
girl jumps into lake

DEATH GAME Second victim of state rescued by police and divers

HT Corresp

» htraj@htlive.com

JODHPUR: A 17-year-old girl was
rescued in Rajasthan’s Jodhpur
late on Monday after she alleg-
edly tried to jump into a lake as
partofthe Blue Whale Challenge,
a lethal online game that has
claimed hundredsoflivesacross
theworld.

Local police said that the inci-
dent took place around 11 pm
when theteen, daughter ofa Bor-
der Security Force (BSF)soldier,
was seen jumping into the Kay-
lana Lake. The identities of the
girl and her parents weren’t
revealed by the authorities.

“The parents of the girl had
cometoustoreportthatshe was
missing. Weinitiated a search for
the teen and it was at this time
that we learned that a girl had
tried to jump into the Kailana
Lake,” said Mukta Pareek, sta-
tion house officer of Mandore
police station.

The police said that the girl
wasrescued by policeand a group
of divers who werenear thelake
at the time of the incident. “The
girl told the police that she had
downloaded the Blue Whale
Challenge in her mobile a few
daysago,” said Pareek.

Police said that the girl was
goingto complete thefinal task of

She told us that n

case she was unable
to complete the challenge,
anuntoward incident could
happen to her mother and
the family.

LEKHRAJ SIHAG, station house
officer,Rajeev Gandhi Nagar police
station
]
the challenge.

“She told us that in case she
wasunabletocompletethe chal-
lenge, an untoward incident
could happen to her mother and
the family. The girl told us that
she was at the final stage of the
task,” said Lekhraj Sihag, station
house officer, Rajeev Gandhi
Nagar police station.

Thiswasthelatestinscores of
casesreported fromacross India
of deaths and suicide attempts
linked to the online game, first
developed in Russia.

Lastmonth, a19-year-old stu-
dent wasfound hangingfromthe
ceilingfanin Tamil Nadu’s Mad-
urai as part of the game, where
players are asked to perform 50
increasingly difficult tasks of self-
harm culminating in a suicide
bid. Each task mustbe filmed and
shared as “proof”. The tasks

rangefrom self-harming, watch-
ingscary movies towakingupat
unusual hours.

Thegovernmenthasissuedan
advisory and police teamsacross
states are working with schools
to counsel teenagers and wean
them away from the online game.

Playersalsocarveawhale-like
figure on theirarms. Inthe Jodh-
pur case, forexample, police said
thegirl cutawhale-likefigure on
herarm with aknife.

“I saw the girl park her two-
wheeler and gotowards thelake
before jumping. Itoodovein after
herandbrought her out. Follow-
ing that she managed to escape
andjumped again after goingalit-
tle ahead,” said Omprakash, a
localdiver whosaved her.

He added that once again he
rescued her before informing the
police.

“Shetoldmenottoinformher
family. She was circlingthearea
for a while before jumping.
Finally, the police came and
handed her over to her family,”
headded.

This is the second instance of
teenagersfallingprey tothe Blue
Whalechallengein Rajasthan. A
16-year-old boy from Jaipur had
gone to Mumbai on August 21 to
finishatask but wasrescued by a
team of the Jaipur police before
he could attempt suicide.

Residents say ‘drunk’ cop damaged
Ganesh idol, misbehaved with women

HT Corr dent

» htraj@hindustantimes.com

UDAIPUR: Residents of an Udaipur
neighbourhood late on Monday
lodged acomplaintagainst police
personnel for allegedly misbe-
having with them and damaging
the idol of Lord Ganesha while
they were offering prayers at a
pandal.

Honey Kumawat, chief of the
city Vishwa Hindu Parishad, said
theincidence took place around
10 pm when residents of D-block
of sector-14, were offering
prayers in front of the idol and
devotional songs were played on

AN ALLEGEDLY DRUNK
HEAD CONSTABLE
STORMED INSIDE THE
PANDAL AND SMASHED A
LAPTOP AND THE

ey

loud speakers on the occasion of
Ganesh chaturti festival.
Anallegedly drunk head con-
stable Shiv Dutt Singh from the
Goverdhan Vilas police station
stormed inside the pandal and
smashed alaptop andloudspeak-
ers, she said. When residents

tried tostop him, Singh allegedly
assaulted themand misbehaved
with women present at the pan-
dal, Kumawant said.

“Sentiments of hundreds of
people were hurtby theactofthe
police personnel as he allegedly
damaged the idol.” Questioned
abouttheincident, station house
officer Ravindra Singh Charan
said Singh went to the spotalong
with two other colleagues after
receivinga complaintaboutloud
musicbeingplayed at the pandal.

“Wehaveinitiated aninvesti-
gation into the matter and will
takestrictaction against Singh if
heisfound guilty.”
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= Artists at work at the 'message of the Mahatma' art camp organised at Rajasthan Adult Education
Association in Jaipur on Tuesday.
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AAP wins prez
post in 12 colleges

Manoj Ahuja and Salik Ahmad

= manoj.ahuja@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: The Aam Aadmi Party, a
new entrant to Rajasthan politics,
hassprungasurpriseonitsrivals
with its student wing — Chhatra
Yuva Sangharsh Samiti(CYSS)—
puttingup abetter-than-expected
show in the students’unionelec-
tions, results of which were
declared on September 4.

CYSS had fielded 83 candi-
dates, of whom 12 won the presi-
dent’s post in colleges. Though
none could winin university elec-
tions, 28 candidates won postsin
colleges. “Intwo collegesin Bika-
ner, entire panels won unop-
posed. Our candidates won as
presidentintwo collegesin Gan-
ganagar and one each in Sikar,
Jaipur, Alwar and Ajmer,” said
Devendra Shastri, Rajasthan
AAP spokesman.

The performance has given a
boosttotheimage of AAPleader
Kumar Vishwas who took over
the reins of the state unit four
months ago as a trade-off for not
quitting the party. “Thisisavic-
tory of our selfless volunteers and
our strategy of going back to the
basics. The studentshave won for
their talent and not due to caste,
money or muscle power,” Kumar
Vishwas told HT over the phone
fromDelhi. “Wehave CYSSunits
inmany stateswhere AAPhasa

presence butnever have weregis-
teredsuchabigvictory. Our per-
formancein thetwouniversities
of Ajmer and Jaipur is very
impressive and the vice-presi-
dent’s win in the prestigious
Maharani College is an icing on
the cake,” Vishwas said.

Party president Arvind Kejri-
wal and most senior leaders in
Delhiareyettoacknowledgethe
winor tweet congratulatory mes-
sages. Studentunionelectionsin
Rajasthan have also bared fac-
tionalism in the AAP with some
party leaders, who had cut their
teethin university politics, refus-
ingto campaign for CYSS candi-
dates.

“We were expecting senior
leaders to acknowledge the win
and congratulate the victorious
students, but their silence is dis-
appointing,”saidan AAPleader
requesting anonymity. Asked
whether AAP would contest
by-electionsto Ajmer Lok Sabha
and Mandalgarh assembly con-
stituencies, Vishwas said a deci-
sion was yet to be taken. CYSS
hasdecidednottoconteststudent
union elections in Delhi Univer-
sity thisyear. Launched by AAP
in 2014, CYSS contested the DU
students’ union (DUSU) polls in
2015; of the four central panel
posts, the AAP wing could man-
agetocomesecondinone, thirdin
twoandfourthinone.

injured as SUV hits
motorcycle

HT Correspond
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JAIPUR: A 29-year old medical rep-
resentative was killed in a road
accident late on Monday night
when a speeding SUV hit a
motorcycle on which he was
travelling along with a friend.

According to the police, the
incident took place at 11:30pm
near Govind Marg in Adarsh
Nagararea.

“We received information
that a motorcycle was hit by an
SUV leaving two men injured.
Werushed tothe spotand admit-
ted them to the hospital where
oneofthemlaterdied,” said sub
inspector Sajjan Singh from the
accident police station, east.

The police said that the
deceased has been identified as
Deepak Jat who hailed from
Bharatpur but waslivingin Jai-
pur and working as a medical
representative.

“His friend, Man Singh who
was also injured is undergoing
treatment in the hospital. Pre-
liminary investigation suggests
that the motorcycle was hitfrom
behind by an SUV which speeded
away after the accident,” said
Singh. The police said that a
search hasbeeninitiated for the
car. “A casehasbeenregistered
under relevant sections of the
IPCand we are searching for the
driver,” said the sub inspector.
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Domestic help death:
Onedeadandone Cops to analyse call list

JAIPUR: A day after a 45-year-old
domestichelpfrom Cooch Behar
wasfound murderedin thehouse
of an elderly doctor at Shipra
Path in Jaipur on Monday, the
policeareyettofind any substan-
tialclue.

The police investigated the
footage of CCTV cameras
installed at the entrance of the
doctor’shouse, butfoundnoevi-
dence, which further complicates
the case. The postmortemreport

has revealed that the murder
took place on Monday morning,”
said Deshraj Yadav, assistant
commissioner of police, Mansar-
ovar. The body of Kalpana Rai,
who worked for GS Gehlot, the
doctor, was found at the fourth
floor ofthehouse. FollowingRai’s
death, herrelativeshad accused
the doctor’s family of harassing
her. Thepolicesaid they will try
to get more clues about the case
byanalysingcalldetails. HTC
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Cordially Invites You to an
Exhibition-cum-Sale of

HANDICRAF

Registered under Geographical Indication (Gl)

National Handicraft &
Handloom Museum,
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi

DELH
g5l 5 September - 12 September, 2017
Time:
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Padma Shri Inder Sharma

{ Chairman, Select Group of Companies }
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Inder Sharma left for his heavenly abode late evening
on 4" September, 2017.
A Prayer Meeting will be held at Hotel Ashok,

Eligibility Conditions
Minimum Age at entry: 6 years
Maximum Age at entry: 47 years
Minimum basic sum assured: 75,000/-
Maximum basic sum assured: No limit
Policy Term: 12 years

*Jeevan
& Utkarsh

A non-linked, with-profit,
single premium plan

Chanakyapuri, New Delhi
on 7" September, 2017; Thursday

Premium Payment mode: Single premium
Easy Liquidity

Loan available after 3 months
from the date of issuance of policy

from 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Loyalty addition, if any,

Contact your Agent/Branch or on exit after 5 years

visit our website www.licindia.in or
SMS 'YOUR CITY NAME' to 56767474 (e.g.'Mumbai’)

Follow us on: [i N Tube] Q LIC India Forever

— IN LOVING MEMORY —
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Dr. Aruna Sharma

Beware of spurious phone calls and fictitious/fraudulent offers. IRDAI Usha Lakhanpal

clarifies to public that « IRDAI or its officials do not involve in activities like

sale of any kind of insurance or financial products nor invest premium. . . .
+ IRDAI does not announce any bonus. Public receiving such phonc calls are < Neeraj, Kavi & Shreya Ghei

requested to lodge a police complain along with details of phone call, number.

Arjun, Jyotsana & Amaraah Sharma
LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA

Zindagi ke saath bhi, Zindagi ke baad bhi.
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For more details on risk factors, terms and conditions, IRDAI Reg" No.:512
please read the sales brochure carefully before concluding a sale.
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